
 
 
 
 

JU R OR  GU I DE  
  
H ow  w as  I  s elect ed f or  j ur y dut y? 
Juror s  are randomly selected by a computer  from a combined lis t of voter  and dr iver  
regis tration records . 
  
W hat  do I  do w hen t he s ummons  and t he ques t ionnair e ar r ive?  
Juror s  should make note of the scheduled day to appear  and fi l l  out the Confidential 
Juror  Ques tionnaire and return it in the provided envelope to the Jury Commis s ioner ’s  
Office. 
     
W ho is  el igible t o s er ve? 

Anyone 18 years  of age or  older  who is  a United S tates  citizen and res ident of Fayette 
County and who has  not been convicted of a cr ime punishable by impr isonment for  
more than one year  and has  not been granted a pardon or  amnes ty. 
  
W il l  I  be paid f or  s er ving as  a ju r or ? 

Yes , $9 per  day for  the fi r s t three days  ( including j ury selection) and $25 per  day 
thereafter , plus  17 cents  a mile for  transpor tation to and from the cour thouse.  T hes e 
fees  are s et by the s tate legis lature. 
  
W hat  i f  my employer  does n’t  al low  me t o s er ve? 

T he law prohibits  any employer  from preventing an employee to s erve as  a j uror .  T he 
law also prohibits  an employer  from depr iving a j uror  benefits  becaus e of j ury s ervice, 
such as  requir ing you to use vacation time to s erve. 
  
I s  my employer  r equir ed t o pay me w hi le I  s er ve as  a ju r or ?  

I f you work for  the government, your  employer  mus t pay you.   I f you work in the 
pr ivate sector , employers  are not required by law to compensate you while serving on 
j ury duty.  Pleas e check to s ee if your  employer  has  a policy regarding j uror  
compensation. 
  
Can I  be excus ed f r om j ur y dut y?  

Juror s  who need to be excus ed from their  j ury duty mus t reques t an excusal by sending 
or  fax ing a letter  to the Adminis trative Office of Fayette County Cour ts , Fayette County 
Cour thous e, 61 E. Main S treet, Uniontown, PA 15401 or  by facs imile 724-430-1001.  
 
A Phys ician’s  letter  mus t accompany excusal from j ury duty for  medical reasons .   
 
Pennsylvania law allows  for  the exemption from j ury duty for :  (1) pers ons  in the active 
military service, and (2) pers ons  who demons trate undue hards hip or  extreme 
inconvenience. T here is  no exemption for  age. Other  reas ons  for  excusal are reviewed 
and evaluated pursuant to cour t pol icy. 
             
Juror s  fai l ing to repor t for  j ury duty and have not been excus ed from service are 
accountable to the Cour t and are subj ect to ar res t and prosecution. 
  
I s  i t  pos s ible t o appear  f or  j ur y s er vice and not  s i t  on a ju r y?  
Yes .  More people are called than actually serve becaus e it is  not always  poss ible to 
es timate accurately the number  of j uror s  who wil l  be needed to serve. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
W hat  kinds  of  cas es  w i l l  I  hear  as  a j ur or ? 
Juror s  hear  either  cr iminal or  civil  cases . I n cr iminal cases , a Dis tr ict Attorney or  
Attorney General, refer red to as  the pros ecutor , acting on behalf of the citizens  of 
Pennsylvania prosecutes  a cas e agains t an individual or  an entity accused of a cr ime.  
T he pers on or  entity accused of the cr ime is  refer red to as  the defendant. I n civil  cases , 
an individual, entity or  governmental agency br ings  a suit agains t another  individual, 
entity or  governmental agency.  T he par ty initiating the lawsuit is  refer red to as  the 
plaintiff, and the par ty defending the suit is  the defendant.  
  
H ow  long w i l l  I  s er ve?   
Cr iminal tr ials  are usually scheduled dur ing the fi r s t full  week of the month. I n s ome 
ins tances , you may s erve on more than one case dur ing the week.  Civil  tr ials  general ly 
do not las t longer  than three to four  days , however , some tr ials  las t longer .  
  
May I  go home at  t he end of  t he day?  
Juror s  almos t always  go home at the end of the day.  I f a j ury is  seques tered (a term 
used to des cr ibe j uror s  who are hous ed dur ing the tr ial at the expens e of the county), 
the j uror s  wi l l  be advised of this  dur ing the selection process .   S eques tration rarely 
occurs . 
  
Ar e accommodat ions  available i f  I  have a dis abi l i t y?  

I f you are disabled an require a reasonable accommodation to gain access  to the Cour t 
and its  services , please contact the Adminis trative Office of Fayette County Cour ts  at 
(724) 430-1230 at leas t 72 hours  pr ior  to appearance.  We are unable to provide 
transpor tation.    
  
W her e do I  par k?  
I f you are not familiar  with the location of the Cour thous e, get directions  in advance to 
avoid being late.  Allow enough time to find a parking space.  Parking is  available in a 
lot on Penn S treet, in a parking garage on S outh S treet and acros s  the s treet from the 
Cour thous e.  Public metered parking is  available near  the Cour thouse but please 
remember  that j uror s  who are ticketed for  failure to pay parking meter s  are respons ible 
for  repor ting to City Hall  to pay the parking fine.  T he Cour t wi l l  not pay the fine for  
you. Handicapped parking is  available upon reques t. 
  
H ow  of t en do I  have t o s er ve as  a j ur or ?   
T here is  no l imit on the number  of times  your  name may be drawn for  s ervice.  I n 
Pennsylvania, anyone who has  served on a tr ial as  a j uror  fewer  than three days  does  
not need to serve again for  one year .  Anyone who has  served three or  more days  does  
not have to serve again for  three years . 
  
W hat  w il l  I  do on t he s cheduled day t o appear ?  
Juror s  are to repor t at 8: 30 AM to Cour troom No. 1, S econd Floor , Fayette County 
Cour thous e, 61 E. Main S treet, Uniontown, PA.   
 
You are required to br ing with you your  summons  and photo identification in order  to 
receive your  j ury badge.  T he j ury badge is  to be worn outs ide of your  clothing at ches t 
height.  You wil l  be required to wear  your  badge at all times  when you are in the 
Cour thous e.   
 
Roll  call  wil l  be taken by the Clerk of Cour ts  and you wil l  remain for  fur ther  ins truction 
by the Cour t.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
You may spend s ome time waiting to be selected as  a j uror .   S uch time is  not was ted.   
Your  mere pres ence as  a prospective j uror  in a case may help the Cour t in settl ing the 
cas e, thus  avoiding the need of what might have been a long and cos tly tr ial.  T he 
lawyers  know you are prepared to s it in j udgment of the evidence to be pres ented and 
render  a verdict.  T he moments  j us t before tr ial are often the bes t for  the settlement of 
a cas e.  I n a great many ins tances , the lawyers  wil l  retire with the j udge to his  
chamber s .   T here, they wil l  res olve cer tain factual or  procedural matters  that have 
prevented them from agreeing upon a settlement, with the result that a compromise is  
reached or  a guilty plea entered and no tr ial is  required. 
             
T here are morning, afternoon and lunch breaks .  Vending machines  are located on the 
lower  level of the Cour thouse in addition there are s everal nearby res taurants .  
  
W hat  is  t he r ole of  a j ur or ? 

• Lis ten careful ly to all  evidence pres ented dur ing tr ial.  
• Dur ing deliberations , discus s  the evidence with fellow j uror s  and decide what the 

facts  are bas ed upon which witnesses  and evidence you believe. 
• Apply the law, as  explained by the j udge, to the facts , as  determined.  
• Do no independent res earch or  inves tigation. 
• Determine the money damages . 
• I n cr iminal cases , decide whether  the defendant is  guilty or  not gui lty.  
• Arr ive at a verdict. 

  
W hat  is  t he r ole of  t he j udge? 

• Make sure al l  par ties  have a fair  opportunity to present their  s ide.   
• Make sure the tr ial process  proceeds  in a proper  manner .  
• I ns truct the j ury on the applicable law 

  
W hat  is  Voi r  D ir e? 
Voir  Dire is  a French term that refer s  to the preliminary examination of an individual’s  
qualifications  to be a j uror .   Voir  Dire is  s ometimes  conducted by the j udge and 
sometimes  by the lawyer s .  T he purpos e is  to find out whether  any views  held by the 
potential j uror  hinder  his  or  her  abil ity to act impartially.  T herefore, it is  very important 
to answer  hones tly. 
  
W hat  is  t he t r ial  pr oces s ? 

• T he j ury is  selected by the attorneys  for  both par ties .  
• T he j ury is  sworn in. 
• T he j ury receives  opening ins tructions  by the tr ial j udge.  
• Opening S tatements  are pres ented by the attorneys .  
• Evidence is  presented. 
• Clos ing Arguments  are conducted by attorneys  for  each par ty.   
• T he T r ial Judge charges  or  ins tructs  the j ury on the applicable law.  
• T he j ury del iberates . 
• T he j ury reaches  and renders  its  verdict. 
• T he j ury is  dismis sed by the j udge. 

  
W hat  is  t he del iber at ion pr oces s ?  
T he j udge explains  the law and provides  guidance on procedures  to be fol lowed in j ury 
deliberations .  One of the fi r s t things  the jury does  dur ing deliberations  is  to choose a 
foreper son.   T he foreper son should make sure each j uror  has  a chance to speak;  each 
j uror ’s  opinion is  treated with respect;  the j ury does  not rush to verdict;  j uror s  carefully 
l is ten to one another ;  and they return a fair  and impartial verdict based upon the facts  
of the case.  
 
I n cr iminal cases , a unanimous  j ury is  required to find the defendant guilty.   
I n civil  cases ,10/12 of the j uror s  mus t be in agreement to return a verdict. 
  



 

 

W hat  happens  af t er  t he ju r y r eaches  a ver dict ?  
Once a j ury reaches  a verdict, the forepers on informs  the Cour t that the j ury has  
reached a verdict and everyone returns  to the cour troom. T he verdict wil l then be 
announced.  After  the verdict is  announced and recorded, the j ury has  completed its  
duties  and is  discharged. 
 
After  being discharged, j uror s  are permitted, but not required, to talk about the case.  
Juror s  are not permitted, however , to disclose what another  j uror  said in the j ury 
room.  I f anyone attempts  to communicate with a j uror  regarding his  or  her  role as  a 
j uror  in any way that one feels  is  improper  the j uror  should repor t the incident to the 
cour t as  soon as  poss ible.  
  

S ome f act s  t o know  

 
Proper  atti re or  dres s  is  required for  Cour t.    As  a sugges tion, you should dres s  
comfor tably and in an appropr iate manner .  S hor ts , t- shir ts , tank tops  and spor ts  
clothing are never  cons idered appropr iate dres s .  
 
No food or  beverages  are permitted in any cour troom.  
 
Cell  phones  mus t be turned off while in the cour troom.  
 
No one is  permitted to move about in the cour troom when an oath is  being 
adminis tered.  
 
Your  comfor t and convenience are important and cour t pers onnel are interes ted in 
serving you.  T he clerks  tip s taves  and other  cour t aides  wil l gladly help you in any way 
they can.  Always  feel free to ask for  help.  
 
T he Cour thous e has  a “no smoking” policy.  
 
T he Cour thous e has  a “no weapons” policy and all  j uror s  are required to go through a 
metal detector .  
 

Conclus ion 

 
While j ury service may sometimes  be inconvenient, it is  an extremely important civic 
duty that emphas izes  the cr itical role you serve in our  j us tice sys tem.  W it hout  

cit iz ens  w i l l ing t o s er ve as  ju r or s , our  s ys t em of  j us t ice w ould not  exis t .  Many 
j uror s  find the exper ience to be educational and rewarding –  an exper ience you wil l 
never  forget.  
 


