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- Playground Safety Audit

Slides
“%)’Iayground: Materials:
Location: Surface: ;
Inspected By: Ages of Intended Users: ;
Location of Piece: Weather:

Height: Date of Audit: i:

1). Life threatening, permanent disability

2). Serious or non-disabling injury

3). Slight injury or may not have caused injury but does not
meet 1993 ASTM F1487

- Slides
[ Straight [J Embankiment
J Spiral O Haif-Tube
J Tube O Roller
Layout - _ | Condition . {Priority{ Recommendations |
" Meral slides to face North or in a shaded area.(CPSC l f

" Located in uncongestac area.

Guidelines) / /

Stability
" "ootings are stable and buried below ground level or

bred by protective su rfacing

Corrosion
" No corrosion or visible rotting /

Slide Access
* Rung Ladder: Slope (75-80 degrees)
See attached ladder chart for tread width. tread denth and

vertical rise.

* Step Ladder: Slope (50-75 degrees )

See attached ladder chart for tread width, tread depth and
verticai rise.

* Stairway: Slope (less than 50 degrees )

- See attached ladder chart for iread width, tread depth and
vertical rise. -

* Ladder rung diameter: .85 - 1.55"

* Handrail diameter: .95 - 1.55"

* Continuous handrails provided with Hand-rail height

betwesn 22" and 38",
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Playground Safety Audit
Slides

Condition . |Priority| Recommendations

Slide Platform

* Minimum length of 22, :

* Width equal or greater than width of siide.

" Guardrails or protective barriers to surround platform,
(protective barrier for platforms above 4' high).

" No spaces or gaps between platform and start of sliding
surface.

* Handholds provided at sfide entrance.

* Means provided to channel user into sitting position.
(Guardrail or hood that does not encourage climbing).

Sliding Surface 4

* Average incline of 50 degrees.
* Fiat open chutes to have minimum side height of 4*

extending full length of slide. ;
* Sides to be an integral part of chute withéut gaps
betwesn side and sfiding surface.

* Cross section of 1/2 tube slide side heighi no less than

half the width of slida. )
Exit Region !

" All slides to have an exit region.
* 11" minimurn exit regicn langth.

]
* Slides no more than 4 feet high to have an exit region

height of 11",
* Slides over 4 feet high to have an exi region between 7°

and 15" above protective surface, '
* Slide exit edges to be rounded or curved. J
* Radius of exit region curvature shall be 30 or greater.

Embankment Slide
* Same as straight sfide (where appiicable)
" Means provided to prevent use of skateboards and

bicycles. (CPSC Guidslines)

Spiral Slides
* Same as straight slides 3 : 5
* Only short spiral slides for 2 - 5 year old children. {CPSC '

Guideiines) . )
" Clear area, 21" wide, for entire length of slide, from inside

face of sidewall to outer edge of slide.
Tube Slides

* Same as straight slides.
" Min. internal diameter not less than 23",
* Top surface of tube treated to prevent sficfiing on top of

tube. {CPSC.Guidelines)




Playgmund Safety Audat

Slides

Roller Siides

Condition [Priority] Recommendations

* Not to be used uniess fraquent maintenance can be
guaranteed. (CPSC Guidelines) :
" Meet all general slide requirements.

" No pinch, crush, shear, entrapment, entanglement or
catch points. Must not admit 3/16" diameter neoprene rod.

Guardraii

* Elevated surface (2-5 years old) more than 20" hi oﬁ to
have guardrail.

" Top surface of quardrail (2-5 years oid) o be 29" high
and bettom surface no more than 23" above platform.

* Elevated surfzce (5-12 years old) more than 30" mgh to
have guardrail,

* Top surface of guardrail (5-12 years old) to be 38" h|gh
and bottom surface no more than 26" above pl D atforrn

Protective Barrier

* Elevated surface (2-5 years old) more than 30" high to

have protective barrier,
* Top surface of protective barrier(2-5 years old) to be 29"

high and non-climb-able.
* Elevated surface (5-12 years old) more tf‘an 48" high to

have protective barrier.
* Top surface of protective barrier (5-12 years ald) to be

38“ high and non-climb-able.

Sharp Point, Carners & Edaes

* There are no sharp points, comers or edges, Wood to be
smooth and ne spiinters.

Protrusions

* There are no protrusions. Protrusions to be tested. .

Entrapment Angles

* All angles to be greater than 55 degrees, unless lower leg
is horizontal or projects downwards.

Entrapment - Head & Body

* Interior opposing surfaces to be less than 3-1/2" or’

greater than 9",
* Openings to be tested.

20
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Playground Safety Audit
Slides

Condition | Priority | Recommendations | j

Hardware
* All tasteners to be tight.
" Fasteners, connecting or covering devices not removable

without use of togls.

Surfacing

* Adequate drainage provided
* Depth of surfacing materia! agrees with critical height of
equipment. (Use CPSC Chart or matting manufacturer's

information)

Use Zone -
" 6'in all directions from perimeter of equipment, Exit

region requires special attention,

* Use zone at the exit of the slide to extend g minimum of
6'from the end of the slide or for a minimum distance of H
+ 4 feet which ever is greater up to a maximum of 14 ft. H
is the platform height and the 4 fest measurement is made
from a paint on the slide chute where the gradient has
been reduced to 5 degrees from the horizontal,

fComments:

- 3
=

[Action Taken:

Date:
By:

Supervisor; i : ' _
— - . | )
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' - Playground;Saféiy Audit
| 7-‘ Stairways and Ladders

}ayground: _ "Materials:
| Location: Surface:
Inspected By: .Ages of Intended Users:
Location of Piece: __ Weather:
Height: ‘ "Date of Audit:
[
1). Life threatening, permanent disability ?
2). Serious or non-disabling injury . :
3). Slight injury or may not have caused injury but does not g
s meet 1993 ASTM F1487 |
 Stairways and Ladders
' [ Rung Ladder [0 Ramps (Not for Disabled)
: O Step Ladder [0 Other;
OJ Stairway =
Stability Condition ’Priority’ Recommendations
* Footings are staf;!e and_buried below ground level or ] '
cevered by protective surfacing. ' ‘
| Corrosjon ‘[ /
* No corrosion or visible rotting.

' x
- _,Jg_ or rungs to be evenly spaced, including the space
between the step or ung and the surface of the platform.

* Openings between steps or rungs and the underside of the
platform shouid not present an éntrapment hazard.

* When risers are ciosed, treads of stairways and step
ladders are to prevent the accumulation of water and:debris.
* Access for rung ladders, flexible climbing devices, arch
climbers, stepping surface for final access shall not be above
designated play surface it serves.

Rungs and handaripping Components

" Rungs to be a diameter betwesn .95 and 1.55 inches.

dandrails §
Handrails on stairways and stepladders with more than one

"ead to be continuous: extending the full length of the
ccess and provided on both sides.
Handrails required regardless of the height of the access.

&



Playground Safety Audit
Stairways and Ladders

Siope Requirsments

* Bung Ladder. Slope (75-90 degrees)
See attached ladder chart for tread width, tread denth and
vertical rise.

* Step Ladder: Slope (50-75 degrees)
See attached ladder chart for tread width, tread depth and

vertical rise. :
* Stairway: Slope (less than 50 degrees)
Ses attached ladder chart for tread widih. iread depth and

vertica/ rise.

Handrail Height _

* The vertical distance between the top front edge of a step
and the top surface of the handrail should be no less than
22 inches and no more than 38 inches.

* Handrail diameter should be between .95 and 1.55

inches.
" Any transition from an access to a platform must have

handrails or hand holds.

Sharp Point, Corners & Edges

* There are no sharp points, comers or edges. Wood to be
smooth and no splinters.

Protrusions
" There are no protrusions. Protrusions to be tasted.

Entrapment Angles

" All angles to be greater than 55 degrées, unless lower leg
is herizontal or projects downwards.

Entrapment - Head & Bodv

* Interior opposing surfaces to be less than 3-1/2" or
greater than 9",

* Openings to be tested.

Hardware
" All fasteners to be tignt. .
* Fasteners, connecting or covering devices not removable

without use of tools.

Condition

Priority] Recommendations

13-




Playground Safeiy Audit
Stairwavs and Ladders

5
i

2urfacing
" Adequate drainage provided

* Depth of surfacing rnatenial agrees with critical height of
equipment. (Use CPSC Ghart or matting manufactursr's

information)

Use Zone
- *8'in ail directions from perimeter of equipment.

™ Shall mest all general requirements for access.

* Depth ¢f tread outer edge should be >7" for 2-5 years and
>8” for 5-12 years; both open and closed risers.

* Where design does not aliow handrails on both sides of
stairway, continuous handrail to be provided along outside

perimeter of steps,

Condition

| Priority | Recommendations

[Commenis:

(Actio:n Tzken:

Date:

By:

Supervisor: £
; J L
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: E .~ Playground Safety Audit

) Rotating and Rocking Equipment T s
Playground: Materials:. |
Location: Surface: -

Inspected By: Ages of Intended Users:
Location of Piece: Weather:
Height: Date of Audit: f’
1). Life threatening, permanent disability
2). Serious or non-disabling injury -
3). Slight injury or may not have caused injury but does not
meet 1993 ASTM F1487
Rotating and rocking Equipment
LI Merry-go-rounds 3 Trampolines
[J SeeSaws [0 Others:
- Spring Rockers
Stability Condition Priority Hecommendatipns

* Footings are stable and buried below ground level or
covered by protective surfacing.

psion

* iva carrosion or visible rotting.

Merry-ge-rounds

* The rotating platform to be continuous and approximateiy
i circular.

.~ *The difference between the minimum and maximum radii of 1
a non-circular platform not to exceed 2.0 inches. ;
* No component of the apparatus, including the handgrips,
should extend beyond the perimeter of the piatform.

* Children to be provided with handgrips with a diameter
between .95 and 1.55 inches.

* No accessible shearing or crushing mechanisms in the
undercarriage.

* The surface of the platform to be continuous with no : i
openings between the axis and the outside edge that aflow a
5/16" diameter rod to pass through the surface. - ‘
* A means to limit the peripheral speed of rotation to a . <y
maximum of 13 f/sec.

* No oscillatory (up and down) motion.

* Maximum height of platform - 14" above protsctive surface
(underside no fess than 9" above surface), Platforms less
than 20" diameter exempt.

" Handgrips shall be provided or piatform should be tub or

dish-like.

28
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Playground Safety Audit
Rotating and Rocking Equipment

Seesaws

" " Not recommended for 2-5 year old children uniess they

are equipped with a $pring centering device. {CPSC

" Guidelines)
- * Partial car tires or some other shock absorbing matenial to

be embedded in the ground undemeath the seats of
fulerum Seesaws, or secured on the underside of the seats,

" " Handhoids to be provided at each seating position for

gripping with both hands and should not tum when

" grasped.

* Handgrips for two hands minimum length of 6", should not

pratrude beyond seat sides.
* Diameter of handgrips to be between .85-1.55",
" Handholds are not to protrude beyond the side of the

seat.

“* Footrests are not to be provided on fulerum seesaws

unless they are equipped with a spring centering device,
" Maximum attainanle seat height - &' above the surface.

Spring Rocking Egquipment
ikeiihood of the rocker being

* Seat design to minimize ts |
used by more than the intended number of users.

" Each seating position to be equipped with handgrips and
footrests. -

" Diameter of handgrips to be between .95-1.55™

" The spring should not pinch children’s hands or feet
between coils or between the spiing and any pant of the
racker,

* Hanagrips for one hand - minimum length - 3"

Handgrips for two hands - minimum length -

Foatrests- minimum width of 3.5"

- "Installed height of seat (unloaded and at rest) not Jess

than 14" nor more than 28" above platform surface.
frarnoolines

™ Not recommended for use on public playgrounds. (CPSC
Guideiines)

Sharp Paint, Corners & Edaes

" There are no sharp points, corners or edges. Wood to be
smooth and no splinters.

Protrusions
* There are no profrusions. Protrusions to be tested.

Condition [ Priority| Recommendations




o o *
‘ Playground Safety Audit

) Rotating and Rocking Equipment

Entrapment Angies Condition | Priarity] Recommendations

* All angles to be greater than 55 degrees, unless lower leg
is horizontal or projects downwards.

Entrapment - Head & Bodv

* Interior opposing surfaces to be less than 3-1/2" or

greater than "
* Openings to be tested. -

Hardware

* Al fasteners to be tight.
** Fasteners, connecting or covering devices not remevable

without use of tools.
Surfacing

* Adequate drainage provided
" Depth of surfacing material agrees with critical height of L

equipment. (Use CPSC Char or matting manuiacturer's
information)

Use Zone
" Merrv-Go-Rounds: Use zone fo extend 6 feet beyond the

penmeter of the platform.
* SeeSaws: Use zone to extend a minimum of 6 feetin all

directions from the perimeter of the equipment.

* Spring Rocking Equipment: Use zone to extend a .

‘nimum of 6 feet from the "at rest* perimeter of
Azipment. Adjacent spring rockers with a maximum seat
height of 30" when intended for selling, may share the
same Use zone,
* When intended for standing, use zone to be no iess than
7 feetin all directions, from at rest perimeter,

Comments:

»

[Action Taken:

j
die: Supervisor:

[B:
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Playground _Saféiy Audit
Swings

Playground: Materials:

Location: Surface:

Inspected By: Ages of Intended Users:
Location of Piecs: Weather:

Date of Audit:

Height:
1). Life threatening, permanent disability }
2). Serious or non-disabling injury E
3). Slight injury or may not have caused injury but does not ;
meet 1998 ASTM F1487 }
Swings
L] Single Axis Swing [ Multi Occupancy [ Rope Swing ‘
I Multi Axis Swing [0 Animal Figure L] Swinging Exercise Rings / Trapeze Bar
Location Condition | Priority| Recommendations
" Swings to be located away from other eguipment and
activities, ( ’
Stabilig[

* Footings stabie and buried beiow ground leve! or covered
by protective surfacing.

“rosion and Wear
J rotiing, corrosian or visible wear on chain and *S"*

hooks. ' )
Structure Desian I ’

* Single axis swings to have no more than two swings per

bay.
* Single axis swings not to be attached to composite

structure.
*'A'frame support structures not to have horizontal cross

bars.

" Tot swing to be suspended from structures separate from
other swings or suspended in a different bay of the same
structure.

Seat Desian & Placement

* Seats designed for only one user at a time

* Wood or metal seats not to be used.
* Tot seats to have support on all sides and not present a

strangulation hazard.
* Swing hangers spaced wider than seats, not less than 20".

* 24" minimum clearance between seats
* 30" minimum clearance between saat and structure,

measured 5' above protective surface.
* All 8-hooks to be closed completely.
Clearances
"'tlcai distance at least 12” between underside of
&d seat and protective surface.

22
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Multi-Axis Tire Swings

" Tire swings not suspended from a structure having other

swings in the same bay.

* Steel-belted radials to be closely examined to insure ng
exposed steel belts.

* Drain holes to be provided.

* No heavy truck tires, plastic may be used,

* Due to added stress of rotation, inspect all hanger
mechanisms for wear.

* No accessible pinch points.

* All S-hooks to be closed completely.

* Only cne roftating swing in each bay. No limit on number
of bays.: : :

* Tire swings not to be attached to composite structure.

* May accommodate more than one user. Weight no mors
than 35 Ibs.

Minimum Clearance

* The minimum clearance between the seating surface of
tire and the uprights of supporting structure to be 30" when
tire is in a position closest to support structure.

Swinas Not Recommended for Public Piayground.

* Multiple Occupancy Swing (tire swings are the exception).

(CPSC Guidelines) .

* Animal Figure Swing, (CPSC Guidefines)

* Free Swinging Rope Swings. (CPSC Guidelines)

" Swinging Exercise Rings and Trapeze Bars. (This does
net apply to overhead rings).

Sharp Point. Corners & Edges
* There are no sharp points, cormers or edges. Wood to be

smeoth and no splinters.

Protrusions
* There are to be no protrusions. Protrusions to be lasted.

Entrapment Angies
* Al angles to be greater than 55 degrees, unless jower leg

is horizontal or projects downwards,
Entrapment - Head & Body
* Interior opposing surfaces to be less than 3-1/2" or

greater than 9"
* Openings to be tested

Playground Safety Audit
Swings
Condition | Priority] Recommendations
| |
|
y
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P_i'aerOund Safety Audii
‘_) - Swings -

Hardware Condition | Priority | Recommendations

" All fasteners to be tight. .
* Fasteners, connecting or covering devices not removable

without use of tools,
™ Hangers shall have bearings, bashings or other means of

reducing friction and wear.

Surfacing

* Adequate drainage provided

" Depth of surfacing material agrees with critical height of
equipment. (Use CPSC Chart or matting manufacturer's
information) )

‘Use Zone .
" 6' from side perimeters of eguipment.

* Single Axis Swings: Minimum distance of 2 times the
height of the pivot point (applies to both in front of behind
pivot point.)

* Mutti Axis Tire Swina: Minimum distance in all directions
of 6' + length of supperting membear,

fComments:

F\ction Taken:

1}‘t_e;
—dt
Supervisor:
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Playgrouhd Safety Audit
Fall Zone for Slides
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Piayground Safety Audit

Platforms
Playground: Materials:
Location: Surface:

Inspected By:
Location of Piece:

Ages of Intended Users:

Weather:

Date of Audit:

Height:
1). Life threatening, permanent disability
2). Serious ornon-disabling i injury
3). Slight injury or may not have caused i injury but does not
meet 1993'ASTM F1487
Design Condition Priority | Recommendations

* Platforms to be within +2 degrees of a horizontal pl plan
* Openings provided to allow for drainage.

Guardrali
Elevated surface (2-5 year oids) more than 20" highto

have guardrail. .
" Top surface of guardraif (2-5 years oid) to be 29" nigh ar
bottom surface no mare than 23" ahove platform,
_ " Elevated surface (5-12 years old) more than 30" highto -
yave guardrail

*Top surface of guardrail (5-12 years o Id) to be 38" high and

bottom surface no more than 26" above platform.

" Guardrails shall competely surround elevated surface

except for necessary entrances and exits.

Protective Barrier
* Eievated surface (2-5 years oid) more than 30" high to
have protective barrier.

* Top surface of protective barrier (2-5 years old) tc be 28"
high and non-climbabie. _
* Elevated surface (5-12 years old) more than 48" high to
have protective barier,

* Top surface of protective barrier (5-12 years old) to be 38"
high and nan-climbable, :
* Protective barrers shall completey surround eievated
surface except for necessary entrances and exits.

Stepped Platforms

* The maximum difference in height between stepped
platforms shouid be:
2-5 year aids: 12 inches

5 -12 year oids: 18 inches
* It the space exceeds 9" and the height of the lowar p atform

exceeds 30" for 2-5 year olds or 48" for 5-12 year oids, infill
to be used to reduce space to less than 3-1/2",

i
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Playground Safety Audit
Platforms

’ Priority | Recommendations

Sharp Point. Corners & Edges - . Condition

* There are no sharp points, corners or edges. Wood to be
smooth and no spiiniers.

Protrusions

* There are no protrusions. Protrusions to be iested.

Entrapment Angles '

* All angles to be greater than 55 degress, unless lower leg
is horizontal or projects downwards. '

Entrapment - Head & Body

" Interior opposing surfaces to be less than 3-1/2* or
greater than ", ;
* Openings to be tested,

Hardware

" All fasteners 1o be tight, ;
* Fasteners, connecting or covenng devices not removabie

without use of tools,

rComﬁ'u-‘zrﬂ:s:

[ Action Taken:

Date:
By:
Supervisor:
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