
 

 

 

 

Thursday, September 25, 2008 – 10:00 am 

 

A Meeting of the Fayette County Board of Commissioners was held on Thursday, September 25, 
2008 at 10:00 am in the Conference Room at the Public Service Building, Uniontown, Pa.  
 

            Present: 

 

                          Commissioner Vince Zapotosky, Chairman 
                          Commissioner Vincent Vicites, Vice Chairman 
                          Commissioner Angela Zimmerlink, Secretary 
                          Judy M. Bodkin, Chief Clerk 
                          Warren Hughes, County Manager 
                          Joseph Ferens, County Solicitor 
 
 

� Meeting called to Order 
� Silent Prayer  
� Pledge of Allegiance 

 

 

Commissioner Zimmerlink welcomed back HSTV at today’s meeting asking fellow 
Commissioners if they were responsible for payment since HSTV now charges for coverage but 
received no response. She also thanked Armstrong TV for their continued coverage. 

Commissioner Zapotosky expressed his appreciation for having HSTV and Armstrong TV 
saying he felt advertising this meeting is important when it affects the Fayette County 

community. Commissioner Vicites welcomed both HSTV and Armstrong TV for being present 
saying he also felt the meeting is very important to be televised for our community.    

 

 Public comments on Agenda Items; 

 

Denise Robertson,  past President of BPW, stated that it was National Business Week 
celebrating the 89th year of the organization. She explained the objective for the organization is 
for equal wages for women. She asked the Commissioners to look at the present pay scale of 
Fayette County to see if men and women are receiving equal pay. Mrs. Robertson thanked the 
Commissioners for the Proclamation. 
 

Jackie Albert Executive Director of Domestic Violence stated October is Domestic 
Violence Awareness Month and this year they will help 800 to 900 women and children. Mrs. 
Albert announced fund raisers such as a chili cook-off and the Purple Tie Dance at the Summit 
Inn.  
 

Mr. Mazza commented on the Planning Zoning Office and that the height of wind mills  
is a concern and he feels the Ordinance should be reviewed and possibly changed.  

 



 

 

 

 

� Proclamations 

 

Moved by Commissioner Zimmerlink and seconded by Commissioner Vicites to proclaim 
October 2008 Domestic Violence Awareness Month; October 20-24, 2008 National Business 
Women’s Week, and October 16, 2008 Private Industry Council Lights on Afterschool. 

 
             Commissioner Zapotosky                    Aye 
             Commissioner Vicites                           Aye 
             Commissioner Zimmerlink                  Aye 
              
             Motion Passed Unanimously 

 
 
�  Controller 

 

Moved by Commissioner Zimmerlink and seconded by Commissioner Vicites to ratify the 
investments of September 4, 2008 - $13,950,000 for 14 days at 2.30% interest with Parkvale  
$12,306.58;  September 18, 2008 - $14,250,000 for 14 days at 2.60% interest with Parkvale  
$14,210.86 
 

Commissioner Zapotosky              Aye 
Commissioner Vicites                    Aye 
Commissioner Zimmerlink           Aye 

 
Motion Passed Unanimously 

 
� Financial Condition of the County 
 

Sean Lally, Controller of Fayette County reported the following; 

 

 

FUND:                          GENERAL FUND 
                                                    DATE:              24-SEP-08 
CASH: 
             Checking Account       National City Bank      $755,107.07 
             Investment                                                           $9,000,000.00 
                                                                                                                     $9,755,107.07 
Funds Owed to General Fund 
             Temporary Loans 
                          Intermediate Punishment Fund           $35,610.94 
                          Transportation Fund                              $360,000.00 
                                                                                                                     $395,610.94 
Funds General Fund Owes 
             Tax Anticipation Note                                                    $5,000,000.00 



 

 

 

 

             Debt Service Fund                                              $112,440.94 
                                                                                                                     $5,112,440.94 
Budget Year 2008                    Net Position                                            $5,038,277.07 
                                                                                                                     Year to Date 
Total 2008 Revenues                                                                                 $18,522,940.71 
Total 2008 Expenditures                                                                          $15,834,966.28 
 
 
�  Veterans Affairs 

 

Moved by Commissioner Vicites and seconded by Commissioner Zimmerlink to 
authorize the advertising for Invitation for Bid (IFB) for Flags and Grave Markers. 

 
 

Commissioner Zapotosky              Aye 
Commissioner Vicites                    Aye 
Commissioner Zimmerlink           Aye 

 
Motion Passed Unanimously 

 
 
�  Planning, Zoning and Community Development 
 

Moved by Commissioner Vicites and seconded by Commissioner Zapotosky to ratify the 
execution of the Stipulation Agreement between PPM Atlantic Renewable and Fayette County 
ZHB and intervenors (No. 1112 of 2008, G.D.) 

 
Commissioner Zapotosky              Aye 
Commissioner Vicites                    Aye 
Commissioner Zimmerlink           Nay 

 
Motion Passed 2-1 

 

 

Commissioner Zimmerlink stated that while she supports alternate energy projects and 
the windmill project in Fayette County she said it must be in compliance with the current Zoning 
Ordinance. She said Solicitor Ferens gave an opinion, while not a formal written one, through an 
email which she read where he said this matter is in the hands of the Court who are capable of 
making a decision and that an agreement if signed could have a perception of political influence. 

Solicitor Ferens confirmed his comment adding that if all parties signed the agreement it would  
mean there would be no need for further Court action . 

 

Commissioner Vicites asked Solicitor Ferens if the Commissioners asked him for a legal 

opinion. Solicitor Ferens said the only legal advice asked was could the Commissioners 



 

 

 

 

intervene and he said yes and that the matter is now before the Court but the Commissioners  

could advise the Court of their support. Commissioner Zapotosky commented that at the time 
of the hearing there were unresolved issues pertaining to the residents on Skyline Drive and 

turbines  # 3 and #27 but that now the two turbines will be eliminated. Commissioner Vicites 
said he now does support the project being that PPG listened to the residents’ concerns and the 
two turbines will be eliminated.  He said he feels that is a great accomplishment and will be a 

great impact for the County.  Commissioner Zimmerlink stated her concern that since the 
Stipulation Agreement was signed the appeal would be withdrawn and the Court would not hear 

the issues which is what at least two Commissioners initially wanted. Solicitor Ferens stated that 
if everyone signs the Stipulation and withdraws the appeal then there is nothing for the Courts to 
decide.  
 

Moved by Commissioner Zapotosky and seconded by Commissioner Vicites to Table RZ 
08-01 Rusty Mechling on behalf of William D. Pritts, Bullskin Township a petition requesting a 
change of zone from A-1 Agricultural-Rural to B-1 General Business. 

 
 

Commissioner Zapotosky              Aye 
Commissioner Vicites                    Aye 
Commissioner Zimmerlink           Aye 

 
Motion Passed Unanimously 
 

 
�  Children & Youth Services 
 

Moved by Commissioner Zimmerlink and seconded by Commissioner Vicites to 
authorize the procurement for the following fixed assets through the Statewide Piggyback 
Program or County Code Policy:  
  
                 4 Office Desks 
                 4 Office Chairs 

     1 New Cubical (work station) & additional components for reconfiguration 
                 2 lateral file cabinets 
 
 

Commissioner Zapotosky              Aye 
Commissioner Vicites                    Aye 
Commissioner Zimmerlink           Aye 

 
Motion Passed Unanimously 

 
   

Moved by Commissioner Zimmerlink and seconded by Commissioner Vicites to authorize 



 

 

 

 

obtaining price quotes on 5 computers & software using the Statewide Piggyback or County 
Code process. 
 
 

Commissioner Zapotosky              Aye 
Commissioner Vicites                    Aye 
Commissioner Zimmerlink           Aye 

 
Motion Passed Unanimously 

 

 

Moved by Commissioner Vicites and seconded by Commissioner Zimmerlink to authorize 
the advertising for or purchase of one new 2009 vehicle through the Statewide Piggyback 
Program. 
 
 

Commissioner Zapotosky              Aye 
Commissioner Vicites                    Aye 
Commissioner Zimmerlink           Aye 

 
Motion Passed Unanimously 

 
 

Moved by Commissioner Vicites and seconded by Commissioner Zimmerlink for the 
authorization to advertise to lease or lease through the Municipal Leasing Program for 4 new 
2009 SUV’s or Crossover type vehicles. 
 
 

Commissioner Zapotosky              Aye 
Commissioner Vicites                    Aye 
Commissioner Zimmerlink           Aye 

 
Motion Passed Unanimously 

 

 

Moved by Commissioner Zimmerlink and seconded by Commissioner Vicites to approve the 
Agency managed foster home board rates, along with monthly & emergency clothing allowances 
for FY2008-09. 
  
                                                               Board/Day                             Clothing/Month   

      Ages 0 -12                     $17.00                                    $45.00 
      Ages 13-15                     $20.40                                    $60.00 
      Ages 16-21                     $27.40                                    $75.00 
  



 

 

 

 

Emergency rate:    $ 50.00 per day for first 3 days (if placement occurs after hours)  
Specialized rate:   $ 40.00 per day (if determined by Agency to be applicable) 

       
Emergency clothing allowance - $250.00 

 
Commissioner Zapotosky              Aye 
Commissioner Vicites                    Aye 
Commissioner Zimmerlink           Aye 

 
Motion Passed Unanimously 
 

 

Moved by Commissioner Zimmerlink and seconded by Commissioner Vicites to approve 
the Purchase of the Service Agreements between the County of Fayette, through Fayette County 
Children & Youth Services & attorneys appointed by the court to represent children in 
dependency proceedings during FY2008-09.  The rate for all attorneys listed below is $65.00 per 
hour.  
  
Wendy O’Brien ,  Michelle Kelley, Ewing D. Newcomer  , Beverly Jean Ullien,                   
Kimberly D. Kovach , Margaret Zylka House,  Benjamin F. Goodwin, John A. Kopas, III 
Karen Kiefer  John Lowery 
 

Commissioner Zapotosky              Aye 
Commissioner Vicites                    Aye 
Commissioner Zimmerlink           Aye 

 
Motion Passed Unanimously 

 
  

Moved by Commissioner Zimmerlink and seconded by Commissioner Vicites to approve the 
Purchase of Service Agreements between the County of Fayette, through Fayette County 
Children & Youth Services, & CYS Solicitor Anthony Dedola for FY2008-09 at a rate of $100 
per hour.  
 
 

Commissioner Zapotosky              Aye 
Commissioner Vicites                    Aye 
Commissioner Zimmerlink           Aye 

 
Motion Passed Unanimously 

 
 

  
�  MH/MR Program 
 



 

 

 

 

 

Moved by Commissioner Zimmerlink and seconded by Commissioner Vicites to approve 
the agreements and modifications: 

 

Contracts 2008-2009 (Base)                     Contract Value             Period 
Chestnut Ridge Counseling Services, Inc    $ 2,145,459                7/1/08-6/30/09 
Integrated Care                                         $      90,000                    7/1/08-6/30/09 
Redstone Rehabilitation Services            $        5,000                    7/1/08-6/30/09 
 

Administrative Entity & Waiver Provider Contract 2008-2009 

Eagle Physical Therapy                           $        7,600                    7/1/08-6/30/09 
                           

EI Waiver Provider Contract 2008-2009 

Integrated Care                                         $      11,000                    7/1/08-6/30/09 
 

Modification Agreement #1    2008-2009 (Base) 

Chestnut Ridge Counseling Services, Inc. $ 2,107,415                  7/1/08-6/30/09 

 

Modification Agreements #1 2007-2008 (Base) 

Crawford County MH/MR Program        $        1,002                    7/1/07-6/30/08 
Diversified Human Services, Inc.            $      45,250                    7/1/07-6/30/08 

 

Modification Agreement #3  2007-2008  (Base) 

Laurel House, Inc.                                                 $     989,105                   7/1/07-6/30/08 

 

Modification Agreements #4  2007-2008 (Base) 

Laurel House, Inc.                                                 $ 1,003,601                    7/1/07-6/30/08 
Twin Trees, Inc.                                                    $    270,186                    7/1/07-6/30/08 
 

Administrative Entity & Waiver Provider Modification #1 2007-2008 

Northwestern Human Services                             $    110,925                    7/1/07-6/30/08 
 

Administrative Entity & Waiver Provider Modification #2 2007-2008 

Westmoreland Co. Blind Association                   $      33,728                    7/1/07-6/30/08 

 

Administrative Entity & Waiver Provider Modification #3  2007-2008 

Laurel House, Inc.                                                 $    503,865                    7/1/07-6/30/0 
 

Administrative Entity & Waiver Provider Modifications #4  2007-2008 

Fayette Resources, Inc.                                         $ 4,197,050                    7/1/07-6/30/08 
Laurel House, Inc.                                                 $    510,748                    7/1/07-6/30/08 
Twin Trees, Inc.                                                    $ 1,537,295                    7/1/07-6/30/08 
 

 

Moved by Commissioner Zimmerlink and seconded by Commissioner Vicites to approve 
the request to advertise for bids for the leasing of a 2009 Ford Flex or Crossover type vehicle (or 
approved equivalent) for a period of either 36 or 39 months depending upon lease programs 
available. 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Commissioner Zapotosky              Aye 
Commissioner Vicites                    Aye 
Commissioner Zimmerlink           Aye 

 
Motion Passed Unanimously 

 
 

 
� Human Resource Department 

 
Under MH/MR Program 

 

Moved by Commissioner Zimmerlink and second by Commissioner Vicites to ratify the 
hire of Laura A. Manzella as County Caseworker II, at $14.58/hr ($28,431.00), effective October 
6, 2008. 
 

Commissioner Zapotosky              Aye 
Commissioner Vicites                    Aye 
Commissioner Zimmerlink           Aye 

 
Motion Passed Unanimously 

 

 

Moved by Commissioner Zimmerlink and seconded by Commissioner Zapotosky to 
ratify the hire of Gabriella E. Locke as County Caseworker II, at $14.58/hr ($28,431.00), 
effective September 22, 2008. 

 
 

Commissioner Zapotosky              Aye 
Commissioner Vicites                    Aye 
Commissioner Zimmerlink           Aye 

 
Motion Passed Unanimously 

 

 

Moved by Commissioner Vicites and seconded by Commissioner Zapotosky to approve 
the promotion of Joseph Wingrove from County Caseworker 2 to County Casework Supervisor 
at $32,019.00 ($16.42/hour), effective September 29, 2008. 
 

 
Commissioner Zapotosky              Aye 
Commissioner Vicites                    Aye 



 

 

 

 

Commissioner Zimmerlink           Aye 
 

Motion Passed Unanimously 
 

 

Moved by Commissioner Zimmerlink and seconded by Commissioner Vicites to approve 
the appointment of Chris A. Homer as County Caseworker 2 at $28,431.00 ($14.58/hour), 
effective September 29, 2008. 

 
Commissioner Zapotosky              Aye 
Commissioner Vicites                    Aye 
Commissioner Zimmerlink           Aye 

 
Motion Passed Unanimously 
 
 

Under FACT 

 

 

Moved by Commissioner Zimmerlink and seconded by Commissioner Vicites to approve 
the hire of Ronald Rockwell as Technician D at an hourly rate of $8.32/hr ($16,224.00) effective 
September 29, 2008. 

 
 

Commissioner Zapotosky              Aye 
Commissioner Vicites                    Aye 
Commissioner Zimmerlink           Aye 

 
Motion Passed Unanimously 

 
 

Moved by Commissioner Zimmerlink and seconded by Commissioner Vicites to accept 
the resignation of Gary Murray as a full-time Small Transit Vehicle Operator effective September 
5, 2008 and accept the resignation of James Thomas as a full-time Small Transit Vehicle 
Operator effective August 26, 2008. 

 
 

Commissioner Zapotosky              Aye 
Commissioner Vicites                    Aye 
Commissioner Zimmerlink           Aye 

 
Motion Passed Unanimously 

 
 



 

 

 

 

Under EMA/ 911 

 

 

Moved by Commissioner Zimmerlink and seconded by Commissioner Vicites to accept the 
resignation of Paul Saletrik, 911 Shift Supervisor effective September 5, 2008. 
 

Commissioner Zapotosky              Aye 
Commissioner Vicites                    Aye 
Commissioner Zimmerlink           Aye 

 
Motion Passed Unanimously 

 

 

Moved by Commissioner Vicites and seconded by Commissioner Zapotosky to ratify the 
transfer of Richard Dittmore, F/T 911 Dispatcher to P/T 911 Dispatcher at SEIU (EMA Scale) 
Pay Grade 9 Step A, $10.99/hr ($22,859.20) effective September 15, 2008. 

 
 

Commissioner Zapotosky              Aye 
Commissioner Vicites                    Aye 
Commissioner Zimmerlink           Aye 

 
Motion Passed Unanimously 

 
 
 
Under Children and Youth Services 
 

 

Moved by Commissioned Zimmerlink and seconded by Commissioner Vicites to approve 
the hire of Lana J. O’Conner as a F/T substitute County Caseworker I, at $13.18/hr ($25,709.00), 
effective September 29, 2008. 

 
 

Commissioner Zapotosky              Aye 
Commissioner Vicites                    Aye 
Commissioner Zimmerlink           Aye 

 
Motion Passed Unanimously 

 

 

Under Veteran Affairs 
 

 



 

 

 

 

Moved by Commissioner Zimmerlink and seconded by Commissioner Vicites to ratify 
the hire of William Smith as F/T Van Driver at SEIU Pay Grade 3, Step A $8.59/hr ($16,750.50) 
effective September 15, 2008. 
 
 

Commissioner Zapotosky              Aye 
Commissioner Vicites                    Aye 
Commissioner Zimmerlink           Aye 

 
Motion Passed Unanimously 

 
 
Under Information Technology  
 

Moved by Commissioner Vicites and seconded by Commissioner Zimmerlink to ratify 
the unpaid internship of Thomas Blaho (Laurel Business Institute) effective September 15, 2008 
through 150/hrs and ratify the approval of  Robert McIntyre as an unpaid volunteer effective 
August 28, 2008 through May 2009. 
 

Commissioner Zapotosky              Aye 
Commissioner Vicites                    Aye 
Commissioner Zimmerlink           Aye 

 
Motion Passed Unanimously 

 
 Commissioners 

Moved by Commissioner Zimmerlink and seconded by Commissioner Vicites to award 
Bid No. 08-05 Painting Interior of the Courthouse to Masscon, Inc. of Uniontown in the amount 
of $98,700. 

Commissioner Zimmerlink received confirmation from Warren Hughes, County 

Manager that Masscon Inc. was the lowest bidder. Commissioner Vicites clarified the Courts 
will pay half of the lowest bid. 

Commissioner Zapotosky              Aye 
Commissioner Vicites                    Aye 
Commissioner Zimmerlink           Aye 

 
Motion Passed Unanimously 

 

Moved by Commissioner Zimmerlink and seconded by Commissioner Vicites to 
authorize the Invitation for Bid (IFB) for Cutting Grass-Cleaning Restrooms for Jacobs Creek 
Park for three years starting March 1, 2009 through November 1, 2011. 



 

 

 

 

 
Commissioner Zapotosky              Aye 
Commissioner Vicites                    Aye 
Commissioner Zimmerlink           Aye 

 
Motion Passed Unanimously 

 

Moved by Commissioner Zimmerlink and seconded by Commissioner Vicites to 
authorize the Invitation for Bid (IFB) for the purchase of automobile and truck tires for the 
County vehicles for 2009 starting January 1. 

Commissioner Zapotosky              Aye 
Commissioner Vicites                    Aye 
Commissioner Zimmerlink           Aye 

 
Motion Passed Unanimously 

 

Moved by Commissioner Zimmerlink and seconded by Commissioner Vicites to 
authorize the Invitation for Bid (IFB) for the purchase of janitorial supplies for the County 
buildings for 2009 starting January 1. 

Commissioner Zapotosky              Aye 
Commissioner Vicites                    Aye 
Commissioner Zimmerlink           Aye 

 
Motion Passed Unanimously 

 

Moved by Commissioner Zimmerlink and seconded by Commissioner Vicites to 
authorize the Invitation for Bid (IFB) for the purchase of gasoline and diesel fuel  
for the County vehicles. 
 

Commissioner Zapotosky              Aye 
Commissioner Vicites                    Aye 
Commissioner Zimmerlink           Aye 

 
Motion Passed Unanimously 

 

 

Moved by Commissioner Zapotosky and seconded by Commissioner Vicites to ratify the 

transfers for the period August 22-September 18, 2008. 

 



 

 

 

 

 
OFFICE                                                                                         DEBIT              CREDIT 

Commissioners   
             Photo Copy                    014111 52200                             $500.00 
             Travel                             014111 53300                                                       $500.00 
IT  Department-Adult Probation/Courts 
             IT Dept. Salary  014112 51400                                          $2,200.00 
             AD. PRO. Computer      014236 53010                                                       $1,000.00 
             Courts   Computer          014184 53010                                                       $1,200.00 
Planning             
             ZHB                               014171 53130                             $5,000.00 
             Solicitor                          014171 51350                             $2,000.00 
             Travel   SW                    014171 53301                                                       $7,000.00 
Building & Grounds/Parks 
             CT Utilities                    014174 53600                             $8,000.00           
             PSB Utilities                  014174 53610                             $2,000.00 
             Material & Supplies       014174 52011                             $400.00 
             Parks                               014550 52615                             $2,000.00 

Travel                             014174 53300                                                       $2,400.00 
             Auto Repair                    014174 53741                                                       $10,000.00 
Assessment 
             Postage              014136 53250                                          $2,000.00 
             Travel                             014136 53300                                                       $2,000.00 
Grant Match/Sheepskin Trail Grant 
             Grant Match                   014650 52504                             $23,000.00 
             Sheepskin Trail 444171 55060                                          $23,000.00 
 
 
                                                                 TOTAL DEBITS           $47,100.00         

 
                                                    TOTAL CREDITS         $47,100.00 
 

 

Commissioner Zapotosky              Aye 
Commissioner Vicites                    Aye 
Commissioner Zimmerlink           Aye 

 
Motion Passed Unanimously 
 

 

Moved by Commissioner Zapotosky and seconded by Commissioner Zimmerlink to approve the 
Commissioners Meeting Minutes of June 26, 2008. 
 

Commissioner Zapotosky              Aye 
Commissioner Vicites                    Aye 



 

 

 

 

Commissioner Zimmerlink           Aye 
 

Motion Passed Unanimously 
 
 

Moved by Commissioner Zimmerlink and seconded by Commissioner Zapotosky to 
terminate the agreement between the County of Fayette and Melissa Renze to provide janitorial 
services for the Magisterial District Office 14-1-01 and ratify the agreement between the County 
of Fayette and Marissa Allison, 5 Truman Street, Uniontown, PA  15401 to provide janitorial 
services for the Magisterial District Office 14-1-01 at $100 per month, for the period September 
19, 2008 to December 31, 2009. 
 

Commissioner Zapotosky              Aye 
Commissioner Vicites                    Aye 
Commissioner Zimmerlink           Aye 

 
Motion Passed Unanimously 
 

 

Moved by Commissioner Zimmerlink and seconded by Commissioner Zapotosky to 
terminate the agreement between the County of Fayette and Bernadette Faietta to provide 
janitorial services for the Magisterial District Office 14-2-01 Magisterial District Judge Joseph 
George and ratify the agreement between the County of Fayette and Danita Jeffries, 425 
Hopwood Fairchance Road Uniontown, PA  15401 to provide janitorial services for the 
Magisterial District Office 14-2-01 Magisterial District Judge Joseph George at $100 per month, 
for the period September 8, 2008 to December 31, 2008. 
 

Commissioner Zapotosky              Aye 
Commissioner Vicites                    Aye 
Commissioner Zimmerlink           Aye 

 
Motion Passed Unanimously 

 

Moved by Commissioner Zimmerlink and seconded by Commissioner Vicites to 
advertise a Request for Proposals (RFP) for consultants to provide health care reimbursement 
account (HRA) administration in conjunction with the County’s health care plan. 

 

Commissioner Zimmerlink asked Warren Hughes County Manager, if when the County 

advertised the RFP for health care coverage if the proposal included HRA services Mr. Hughes 
said it was not part of the proposal and after the closing date Gary Sefchock met with Human 
Resources and others suggesting  a HRA and providing information from his firm.  

Commissioner Zapotosky commented that a HRA is a plan based on utilization and it will not 

affect employees financially. Commissioner Vicites stated that he felt it had to be RFP since it 



 

 

 

 

was part of the bid and to move quickly because of the time frame and it needs to be advertised. 
                                                                                                                                                                          

Commissioner Zapotosky              Aye 
Commissioner Vicites                    Aye 
Commissioner Zimmerlink           Aye 

 
Motion Passed Unanimously 
 
 

Moved by Commissioner Zapotosky and seconded by Commissioner Vicites to Table the 
invitation of Rev. Ewing Marietta and others to be present at the regular Commissioners monthly 
meetings to offer the prayer at the beginning of the meeting. 

 

Commissioner Vicites stated that Rev. Ewing  Marrietta asked the Commissioners to speak 
about having a prayer said before each Commissioners Meeting and he offered to coordinate this 

type of prayer. Rev. Marrietta wanted to address the Commissioners and tell them how he 

would like to conduct the service. Commissioner Vicites felt it was important to address his 
request adding that years ago this type of prayer was given before the meetings and it worked 

well.  Commissioner Zapotosky commented that he had no problem with the Rev. developing a 
plan and that he also made a telephone call to the Harrisburg House Chaplin in regard to any 
legal problems that they may have encountered and the Chaplin said they had none.  

Commissioner Zapotosky and Commissioner Vicites both support developing a plan and to 

look at the guidelines. Commissioner Vicites said it would be a good way to begin the 

Commissioners Meeting. Commissioner Zapotosky felt being that Rev.Marrietta did not arrive 
when this matter was to have actin taken, that the Commissioners should Table the matter until 
the next Commissioners meeting.  
 
 

Commissioner Zapotosky              Aye 
Commissioner Vicites                    Aye 
Commissioner Zimmerlink           Nay 

 
Motion Passed 2-1 
 
 

� Public Announcement 

 Fayette Area Coordinated Transportation will observe September 2008 Hunger Action Month on 
September 26, 2008 by accepting non-perishable food items as one way fare on the seven local 
fixed routes. 

� Public Comment 

Louise Dawensey commented on the silent prayer saying she felt it is most appropriate to keep it 



 

 

 

 

the way it now is because in Fayette County there are many diversified religions. She also 
thanked the Commissioners for the monies that were given to the Libraries in the past and is 
hoping that their generosity continues. Mrs. Dawensey acknowledged the Commissioners as the 
educational Commissioners. 

Mr. Larry Williams from Sky Line Drive commented on the windmill project. He asked the 
Commissions if they thought the Zoning Hearing Board may have made the wrong decision. 

Commissioner Zapotosky said he did his research, not just in regard to the ZHB decision, but 
also in regard to the stipulation agreement. He said intervention is separate from our personal 
belief of alternative energy which he believe in, but said his intervention decision was entirely 

separate and based on the ZHB decision.  Commissioner Vicites commented that he thought a 
lot on this issue and has done research in other Counties .He said he has been concerned about 
the residents that this project will affect but he felt it was handled well that we have to come to a 
conclusion and do something to broaden our alternative energy resources.  He said PPM told him 
that they addressed the concerns of the residents and that is why he now supports the project. He 
said this is one way to help the County grow and it will be in the best interest of the citizens of 

Fayette County. Commissioner Zimmerlink reiterated her support of alternative energy but said 
that the  Zoning Hearing Board is charged with upholding the Zoning Ordinance and because 
there were concerns on whether that was done she supported an intervention with the Courts for 
the Courts to determine that issue. 

Rev. Ewing Marietta from Dunbar commented on offering a prayer at the beginning of 
the Commissioners monthly meetings saying he felt it would be a Mission Statement that God 
will bless Fayette County and guide the Commissioners with his presence. He said it would be a 
simple prayer to help with the decisions that are made which will help Fayette County for years 
to come. He offered to coordinate the prayer events. The Rev. was informed that the 
Commissioners Tabled the matter. 

Tanya Cellurale, Office Manager at Joeys Auto Body & Repair Shop in Connellsville, 
commented about a zoning issue that is taking place between the Cellurale family and the 
Planning & Zoning Office. She stated Joseph Cellurale Sr. wants to add his son Joseph Cellurale 
Jr. on the deed to his property. She said the family has been waiting for 3 months and she doesn’t  

understand why this process has taken so long. Commissioner Zapotosky said he spoke with the 
Director of Planning and Zoning and was told they should have received information from 
Attorney Newcomer. Mrs. Cellurale replied they have not and she would phone him and ask for a 

status and a report on this matter. Commissioner Vicites said he will get an answer on this issue.   

Carol Williams of West Leisenring, a current passenger of FACT stated she uses this 
service to get back and forth to work and there have been problems. She said she attended  
meetings and voiced her concerns  Mrs. Williams called for the resignation of Michelle Grant 
Shumar and said to dissolve the current transportation committee and said Commissioner 
Zimmerlink should excuse herself from transportation decisions because she always sides with 

the FACT office. Commissioner Zimmerlink  reminded Mrs. Williams that she attended a 
recent meeting with FACT staff, the three Commissioners and representatives from Harrisburg 
but as Mrs. Williams knows the program has to be within Harrisburg’s guidelines.  



 

 

 

 

Commissioner Zapotosky said we have to start working to solve these problems and accept the 

responsibilities. Commissioner Vicites said he has addressed the problems every time Mrs. 
Williams called his office and he sent emails directly to the FACT office to be resolved and he 
will continue to do so.  He said we have to start at the top of the organization and work our way 

down to identify the issues. Commissioner Vicites said he will do anything to solve these 
problems because the transportation system is too important to the people who depend on it. He 
added that Mrs. Williams is legally blind which she confirmed and she added that it is her choice 
not to drive and instead use public transportation.  

 

Moved by Commissioner Zapotosky and second by Commissioner Vicites to adjourn.  
 

Commissioner Zapotosky              Aye 
Commissioner Vicites                    Aye 
Commissioner Zimmerlink           Aye 

 
Motion Passed Unanimously 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 


