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A special meeting of the Fayette County Board of Commissioners was held at 10 a.m. 
on Thursday, October 30, 2014 in the Public Service Building, Uniontown, Pa. 
 
In attendance- 
 
Commission Chairman Alfred Ambrosini 
Commissioner Vincent Zapotosky 
Commissioner Angela M. Zimmerlink 
Chief Clerk Amy Revak 
Assistant Solicitor Sheryl Heid  
 
Chairman Ambrosini called the meeting to order at 10:04 a.m. 
 
A silent prayer was observed.  
 
The pledge of allegiance was recited.  
 
Chief Clerk Revak read the following Published Notice of the meeting, which was 
published in the Herald-Standard newspaper. 
 

“The Fayette County Board of Commissioners will hold a special meeting on Thursday, 
October 30, 2014 at 10 a.m. in the first floor conference room of the Public Service 
Building, 22 East Main Street, Uniontown PA 15401. The purpose of the meeting is the 
reorganization of the board of commissioners.” 
 
Public comment on agenda item 
 
None 

 
Meeting turned over to county solicitor  
 
Reorganization of the Board of Commissioners 

 
Nomination and election of chair 
 
Nomination and Election of Vice-Chair  

 
Solicitor Heid said as a reorganization meeting, she would now call for nominations for 
chair of the board of commissioners.  
 
Commissioner Zapotosky said he would like to make the nomination of Vincent 
Zapotosky as chairman of the board of commissioners, on this day, 30 October, 2014. 
Ms. Heid said if there are no other nominations, they will close the nominations. 
Commissioner Zimmerlink made a motion to close the nominations. 
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The commissioners then voted on naming Commissioner Vincent Zapotosky as 
chairman. The votes were: 
 
Commissioner Ambrosini no 
Commissioner Zapotosky yes 
Commissioner Zimmerlink yes 
 
Motion passed 2-1 
 
Solicitor Heid then turned the meeting over to Commissioner Zapotosky as the chair of 
the board of commissioners.  
 
Commissioner Zapotosky said he would like to nominate Commissioner Angela 
Zimmerlink as vice-chair of the Fayette County Board of Commissioners. Commissioner 
Zimmerlink said she would accept the nomination. Ms. Heid said if there are no other 
nominations, the nominations can be closed. Commissioner Zapotosky then closed the 
nominations.  
 
The commissioners then voted on naming Commissioner Angela Zimmerlink as vice-
chair of the board of commissioners. The votes were: 
 
Commissioner Ambrosini no 
Commissioner Zapotosky yes 
Commissioner Zimmerlink yes 
 
Motion passed 2-1 
 
Ms. Heid said the vote passed, and she didn’t know if they had any other business. 
Commissioner Zimmerlink asked if it passed unanimously, or. Ms. Heid said it passed 
with a vote. Commissioner Zapotosky said the only thing he would like to add, although 
he heard some applause, this is a time, maybe of an awakening for us all to gather our 
resources and expertise and work collectively to make this county a better place, and he 
urged that with a year and a half left in the term, and he would like to thank all of his 
colleagues as well as those in attendance. Commissioner Zimmerlink said there was a 
vote and she heard two ayes and she didn’t know if it was a unanimous vote or if it was 
a nay, so she would like to. Commissioner Zapotosky said it has to be an abstention or 
a nay, or not present. Commissioner Ambrosini said his vote would be no on both votes.  
 
Day, time and location of the 2014 commissioner meetings remain the same 
 
Commissioner Zapotosky said at this time, since the reorganization has been 
addressed, item 8 is the Day, time and location of the 2014 commissioner meetings 
remain the same, that would be the second and third Tuesday of each month at 10 a.m. 
He said the agenda meeting being the second Tuesday followed by the commissioners 
meeting on the third Tuesday at 10 a.m. Commissioner Zimmerlink said unless there 
are, with Commissioner Zapotosky adding, circumstances that prohibit it, and we will 
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notify the public. Commissioner Zimmerlink said they can entertain a motion to amend 
that at this time, there is no motion and it remains the same. Commissioner Zapotosky 
said with no motion put forward, the time, date and location will remain the same. 
Commissioner Zapotosky asked Ms. Heid to explain the county code and other 
applicable codes regarding the chair of board of commissioners, also retirement board 
and salary board.  
 
Ms. Heid said regarding the salary board and pension board, the Pennsylvania statutes 
dictate that the chair of the board of commissioners will be the chair of those two 
boards. She said in regard to the election board, the Pennsylvania statute is silent on 
the chair of that board and that can be addressed at the next election board meeting, 
whenever the next one is held. Commissioner Zimmerlink said she had a question. She 
said the next election board meeting, at that time it can be addressed? Assistant 
Solicitor Heid said yes, it should be addressed. Commissioner Zimmerlink said it should 
be addressed, legal notice for that purpose, is that necessary? She said that Ms. Heid 
needs to find that information out and have the Chief Clerk, give her that answer. Ms. 
Heid said she didn’t think they needed to advertise regarding electing the chair of a 
board, so it wouldn’t have to be part of the legal ad, but certainly there has to be a legal 
advertisement for the meeting itself. Commissioner Zimmerlink said would you return to 
the salary and the pension board, understanding that the code dictates that the chair, 
what about the vice chair and the secretary for both of those boards, would that be 
addressed then? Ms. Heid said the statute is, both statutes are silent in regard to the 
vice chair of those two boards so that matter can also be addressed at the next 
meeting. Commissioner Zimmerlink said not at a reorganization meeting, just at the next 
meeting? Ms. Heid said yes.  
 
Public comment 
 
Ralph Mazza said he wanted to congratulate the two commissioners for what they did, 
it was a long time coming. Commissioner Zapotosky said first of all, Ralph Mazza for the 
record. Mr. Mazza said Mr. Ambrosini, I hope that you come to the realization that you 
are not a head of a corporation, but a public servant that has been elected to do the will 
of the people you are supposed to represent. He said he hopes he learns that he hopes 
he cooperates with the other two commissioners. Geraldine Mazza said she also 
wanted to thank the commissioners for making this change, like Ralph said, it’s long 
overdue. She said she wanted to make a suggestion, now that there is a change in 
leadership, would you consider holding public meetings to talk about the work that is 
going to be done to take care of this prison problem. Commissioner Zapotosky said they 
do, the meetings have been scheduled for Tuesday. Kathy Winkler said the second 
Tuesday at 2 o’clock after our agenda and the fourth Tuesday would be at 10 a.m. Mrs. 
Mazza said she is talking about public, in the evenings for the people who are interested 
to come to tell you what their thoughts are about what they would like to see done and 
we were not afforded that courtesy in the past two years, so she was just making the 
suggestion that it would be a good idea. Commissioner Zapotosky said they could 
stagger that potentially to fit all schedules. Mrs. Mazza said they had a slogan, those 
who pay should have a say and this is the perfect opportunity to give the public the 
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chance to express their thoughts about what should be done. She said she thanks them 
in advance for holding the meetings and thank you for what you did here today. She 
said they made a lot of people in the county happy today. 
 
Chris Bennett, the vice president of the prison union, said today we took a step 
backward and now we have no plan to move forward. Following an outburst from the 
audience, Commissioner Zapotosky said we will have decorum here and told Mr. 
Bennett he has every right to express himself. Commissioner Zapotosky asked him to 
please be considerate, adding there will be ample others to speak. Mr. Bennett said we 
have the worst jail in the state, which is a documented fact. He said now they want to 
move forward, that’s great but that plan was a great plan for us. He said the state and 
federal government have regulations on how inmates should be housed and we are not 
meeting that standard. He said we haven’t in the last 20 years. He said where are we 
going to go from here. Commissioner Zapotosky said Chris, thank you for your opinion, 
but they will continue to proceed further. He said he isn’t going to debate, he just 
responded to him. Mr. Bennett said if they move forward with the jail, they should let 
them know. Wendy Baur said she thinks they, the taxpayers of Fayette County, have 
taken a huge step backward today. She said at the end of the day, Thank You Al 
Ambrosini because if it weren’t for him, we have had two commissioners up here now, 
one 12, one going on 8 years, and if it weren’t for him taking the seat as the chair and 
taking some leadership role in this county, this wouldn’t even be a discussion because it 
hasn’t been a discussion for more than 20 years. She said it hasn’t even been a 
discussion in this county to do anything with this jail, so thank you Al for showing 
consideration to not only the inmates but also to the staff that has to work in there as 
well. She said she took a venture this morning over to the city place that you guys are 
looking at and it seems like you think that the people that are in there or the people that 
work there are not due a safe environment to live or work. She said the building doesn’t 
even have a roof on it.  
 
Commissioner Zapotosky said Wendy, we are not even talking about that building and 
he isn’t going to debate, this was a reorganization meeting. He said he does 
acknowledge Commissioner Zimmerlink and Commissioner Ambrosini and he has often 
thanked Commissioner Ambrosini for taking the lead on this and always remember, 
there was a second to that too. He said he also has taxpayers to be responsible to. Ms. 
Baur said they get to speak and say they want a say in the jail and I should get that 
same right and she wants to say what she wants to say as well. She said when you 
start talking about public input on prisons and until you can tell me what PRIA is and 
some of the other state and federal guidelines for prisons, you shouldn’t have any role 
in planning what the prison details are. She said until somebody gets educated on it, 
how do you take public input when the public input that you are getting doesn’t meet 
any of the federal criteria. She said the cells you are talking about now, you would have 
to take two to three cells in that jail now to make one. She said all she is asking is that if 
they are going to put this out in the public, start putting facts out there and quit putting 
speculation and BS. Commissioner Zapotosky said they have put out the specs to hire a 
program manager to help kick start the program and by the way, the average cell size 
should be 12 by 7, so we do our due diligence as well, but the fact remains we have to 



5 

 

think about the taxpayers too. Ms. Baur said you do have to think about the taxpayers 
and are you going to include in this new plans all the things you have to be responsible 
to society for? Are you going to include the station for families in that, rehabilitation for 
inmates, maybe provide a GED for someone in your facility? Commissioner Zapotosky 
said they have a DRC that we hope will continue progressing, that will allow for them to 
operate, not only in a GED program, but operate through the Private Industry Council 
under the JTPA or CJTPA. He said they are job training programs for those who don’t 
know. Ms. Baur said are those programs operational now? Commissioner Zapotosky 
said yes, they are operational now.  
 
Ms. Baur said when do these public meetings start to take place on this new jail. 
Commissioner Zapotosky said they are putting out an RFQ for program manager and 
that will start the process. Ms. Baur said so you will basically go out and take 
applications for somebody to take this in a direction this prison should go in, is that 
correct? Commissioner Zapotosky said unfortunately a lot of people sitting at this table 
couldn’t take part in the prison working group. Ms. Baur said is that the application that 
is being accepted now? Commissioner Zapotosky said they will do design to start from 
scratch to do this from beginning to end that have expertise in the field. Ms. Baur said 
you mean, like Crabtree and Sleighter, the people you spent $2 million on, to do a study 
and if I am correct, there was another study done before you took that seat. She said 
maybe 12 years ago, from Kimball, and how much did the county pay for that. 
Commissioner Zapotosky said he wasn’t there and he didn’t know. Ms. Baur said that is 
a number she would like to know, because they paid for that assessment, which came 
back and basically said you needed a new facility. Commissioner Zapotosky said again, 
he wasn’t there. Ms. Baur asked if they had a cap on what they are going to spend this 
time around to do more studies, would it be less than $2 million? Commissioner 
Zapotosky said less than $40 million. John Cofchin, resident of Fayette County, said to 
his union brothers and sisters, he has been a card-carrying, dues paying member of the 
UMWA and two other unions, he has been a union officer, shop steward, local 
president, he has sat in on dozens of litigations on worker’s safety, so he is with them 
on worker’s safety, but when you mix politics with the safety of your membership, you 
make a mistake, you do it to the detriment of the membership. He said politicians like 
Mr. Ambrosini will sell out in a heartbeat, he will use you and he will discard you, 
remember that.  
 
Mr. Cofchin said he isn’t here to talk about that. He said he wanted to introduce them 
to, adding that he is a little “pissed off” today. He said he wanted to introduce them to 
the people of Fayette County, we have a declining population, we are losing 1,000 
people a year, fleeing Fayette County because of no economic opportunity. He said 19 
percent of the population are senior citizens, 20 percent living in poverty, get the picture, 
we’re broke. He said 7 percent of the population uses some form of food bank and as 
much as he appreciates their desire to have a workplace that you deserve, folks there 
are a whole lot of priorities not about the jail. He said so, Mr. Zapotosky, Ms. 
Zimmerlink, thank you very much, Mr. Ambrosini you have the reason the wheels fell off 
your plan is because in the face of these demographics you have presented the 
grandiose, the plan we would do if we had unlimited resources, the plan that society 
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would do if we had unlimited money to spend, but we don’t. Bob Yatsko said he has 
worked at the prison for 13 years and he said, Mr. Ambrosini, I just want to thank you for 
everything that you have done and he agrees with Mr. Bennett that we took a step 
backwards today. He said all they ever asked was to be involved and never got that. He 
said they provide a security for the residents and this county and nobody ever asked us 
what we wanted and you did and I want to thank you for that. Ms. Homistek said the first 
person who spoke said it is a documented fact that our jail is the worst in the state, do 
you know where that is documented? Someone replied on the state inspection. Ms. 
Homistek said she looked at the state study and the main flaws were the paperwork 
issues and policy, insufficient amount of policy is missing, the support documents are 
not available. She said the inmates needed more supervision and the staff should be 
interacting with inmates instead of watching them on monitors. She said it seems that 
everyone is putting up their huff and puff and it is too late, this is dead in the water. 
 
Commissioner Zapotosky said first of all, there is no land, the land in Dunbar, that 
property, that sale was voided 90 days after the agreement was entered into, there is no 
even property anymore. Ms. Homistek said why is everybody upset, it’s not falling down, 
I would put my dog in this jail, the SPCA could be there, but it is good for people. 
Commissioner Zapotosky said he won’t agree to that, that jail needs many things. Ms. 
Homistek said it isn’t deteriorating, it has been neglected for many years but all this huff 
and puff of people who work at the jail now coming forward after a year and a half. She 
said she is glad that now it is going to move forward with Commissioners Zapotosky and 
Zimmerlink. She said there will be no more grandstanding and slamming of the gavel 
and no people laughing. I hope you have respect for people, I am sure you will. She 
said you won’t be laughing at your fellow commissioner or the attorney like, I think it was 
Tom Burkley who had a good laugh at Commissioner Zimmerlink’s expense. 
Commissioner Zapotosky said he doesn’t want to dwell on the past. Joe Schiffbauer, a 
resident of the county, said when citizens don’t exercise their constitutional rights and 
duties, the result is tyrannical behavior by those who we elect to serve our interests and 
he would like to thank the citizens for their obstructionist and anarchist behavior which 
resulted in today’s actions by the board of commissioners. He said the county DA, Jack 
Heneks, should be ashamed of himself for exhibiting the very same behavior. He said at 
the Feb. 26 special commissioner’s meeting, Heneks went on a wild rant, repeatedly 
saying, this is BS, this is BS, only he used the entire word and he recalls at the same 
meeting, Heneks, when asked by several people, saying the same thing while pointing 
at Zimmerlink, she’s the problem, she’s the problem, she an obstructionist. He said at 
the same meeting a sheriff’s deputy approached those bystanders, who asked Heneks 
to quiet down, saying keep it down, all the while ignoring Heneks. He said the sheriff 
also ignored Heneks when he tried to pull two of those bystanders in the hallway. He 
said this can be confirmed and verified by those standing in the hallway. He said 
Heneks was missing in action when the election board failed on the election referendum 
issue, when the job construction contract was done without approval, when the 
Sunshine Act was trampled in the prison planning process. 
 
Mr. Schiffbauer said it should be very disturbing to Heneks that one of the 
commissioners urged the other two to violate the very real law called the Sunshine Act 
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and he would be better served to investigating corruption instead of chastising those 
who exercise their constitutional rights and duties as citizens. He said also, Crabtree 
said at the Bullskin Township meeting that remodeling the existing prison could be done 
for $7 million, it would bring it up to code but there would not be enough cell space. He 
said $7 million, that is what your architect said, so let’s add a couple million to that, OK. 
Eddie Eicher, a corrections officer for the past 10 years as well as a county taxpayer, 
said throughout the last few months it got heated, the last couple years, it got heated, it 
has been going on for years as far as the debate, building the prison vs. not building a 
prison and how much it would cost taxpayers. He said years ago when Commissioner 
Hardy wanted to build his own prison with his own money, it was voted no against and 
he only wanted half the money back at 1 percent interest. He said that was dropped off 
the table like it didn’t matter. He said he wanted to help them alleviate a lot of this 
problem and this should have been addressed and dealt with and it shouldn’t have been 
a burden to the taxpayers. He said he feels that the unity needs to come together and it 
is more of personal vendettas, personal politics, personal reasoning’s behind, and as a 
whole, come together, citizens, taxpayers, union body, commissioners, come together 
in these meetings, build, not build, renovate, not renovate, whatever the numbers are, 
safety is number one. He said it is deplorable inside the prison for not only the 
employees, but the inmates that live there 24 hours a day. He said there is no air quality 
and the water is poor, plumbing is deplorable. He said to renovate, it is going to cost 
millions, to put up new construction, it is going to cost millions. He said the upcoming 
inspection, on Nov. 7, will tell the tale of what needs done at the prison. He thanked 
them all for their time and thanked Mr. Ambrosini for his efforts, adding they need to 
come together as a unity, there is too much assentment, resentment, just too much 
negativity, we need to stay positive.  
 
Michael Cavanagh said this has been a long time coming. He said he appreciates the 
comments from both sides, the guards, the citizens and appreciates Mr. Cofchin’s 
comments. He said it has been a long process and what needs to go on and continue is 
to move forward and cooperation, sharing of information. He said there is a 
commissioner who is no longer chairman and who was withholding information from his 
fellow commissioners, and that is documented and he was basically running his own 
program. He said before he got elected, the first words he heard him utter was prison, 
prison, prison, we have to build a new prison. He said he just got off the phone with the 
District Attorney when he said that. He said about the district attorney and the 
comments in the Herald-Standard today, civility and this, that and the other that he 
made comments, he wishes he was there to speak with personally, because he should 
tend to his own business. He said it is well documented that they covered up a case for 
a second DUI from an assistant district attorney in his office and I think he needs to pay 
attention to his job over there and not worry about citizens that get up and have the right 
to speak. He said moving forward, today we are seeing something we don’t see too 
much of in Fayette County, you have a bipartisan approach right now, you have a 
Republican and a Democrat coming together to take the reins of the government 
because the runaway train that Al Ambrosini was on was leading us to a $100 million 
prison that we cannot afford that. He said yes there are issues over there, yes there are 
things that need to be done, but moving forward, I am very encouraged because I am 
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sure that they are going to share the information that he didn’t share with them. He said 
that is key and this is not one person’s government, this is county commission 
government, three of you, two votes to one, hopefully three votes together sometimes, 
he is glad that this is changing  and he is optimistic about a Republican and a Democrat 
coming together and doing the right thing, and yes the prison needs addressed but as 
Commissioner Zapotosky said, the taxpayers who pay this, there are people who lose 
their houses every year because they can’t afford their taxes, we cannot afford a $100 
million prison.  
 
Terry Kriss of Dunbar Township thanked the commissioners for moving forward, it is a 
long time coming. He said Al, you did serve one purpose in this whole thing, everyone in 
the community saw that the citizens can speak and convince you people to do what is 
right. He said this isn’t your house, you don’t own it, we don’t own it either but you are 
just running the show and too many times politicians think they own the deal, you guys 
don’t own nothing. He said he hopes they understand that. He said you treat it like you 
own it and you don’t ever want to let it go. He said Al, there is no happiness for you 
being ejected from that seat, there really isn’t, it is sadness more so and on my part, I 
considered you to be a friend to me at the airport, you came to me for support, we gave 
you support, you told us you would help this community and work collectively with your 
fellow commissioners and you have done none of that. He said you have given all your 
friends and family members opportunities and contracts and you have met behind 
closed doors with many, many contractors and people, you have enlightened the 
community on what bad government is all about. He said as far as the prison issue, the 
lady from the prison, this has never been an us vs. you thing here, we have been left 
out in the cold just like you have been. He said there is a person who walked through 
that building and documented what you are all speaking about and my belief and fear is, 
I am an old homeowner and a UMWA guy said an old building can’t be brought up to 
current standards and he would respectfully disagree with that. He said the U.S. Capital 
and White House, those two antique buildings have been updated because they have 
been maintained and modernized. He said the building could have been kept up to 
speed, the money has been there, it has been proven, he has asked the 
commissioner’s, there have been no work order, no complaints, so why all of a sudden 
now, when they all want a new building are all these complaints coming out, if you truly 
had problems over there, and I believe you do, why didn’t you take it to your superior 
and force he or she to do that work.  
 
Mr. Kriss said not everything had to be done in a day, you can fix a pipe or this or that 
and take it off the checklist. He said there are things that should have been done and 
there are things that still can be done over there but the us against you attitude really 
needs to stop, we are not against you, we want you to have the tools you need, we want 
you to perform your duties, but think about us too, I am the guy who was going to live 
next to that prison 800 feet away from a national landmark, I have a vested interest, I 
didn’t want it next to me personally. He said he wants something to be done there that is 
all involved and cost efficient and that is only right for all of us, “no disrespect to nobody 
here.” He said whoever is running the show, lets change the way county business 
works, we need to go from bod government to good government to cooperative 
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government. He said the same with the prison, the warden can’t do his job the right way 
and give you the tools to protect the folks, move him along and demand someone new. 
He said he is seeing on purpose neglect and in the private world, people get fired for 
doing that stuff. He said we are not jeopardizing your future, your boss is jeopardizing 
your future. He said he has never been in the prison, doesn’t want to be there, nothing 
personal, but it can be helped along. He said the commissioners did the right step today 
moving forward. He said Vincent, Angela, I don’t care if you are a D or an R, let’s move 
together, work together, you both have great ideas and I think you can make things 
happen, you understand? He said don’t get dragged down in the D and R story, listen to 
us, the people you represent in this community, listen to everybody, don’t be politically 
motivated and driven like he was, from day one this prison was politically motivated, 
let’s get what we need, let’s get what we can afford in this community for everybody’s 
well-being.  
 
Commissioner Zapotosky said his first concern is the welfare and safety of the COs 
and the inmates and they have to be responsible to the taxpayers. He said as he has 
said a number of occasions, when Al took office he brought this issue to light and I have 
applauded him on that a number of times. He said he just disagreed in the end which 
direction we were going in, that is all he simply did when he suspended the action on 
the Dunbar project. He said I hope we all three, because he can bring valuable 
information to the table as well, we are elected as a board of commissioners, not one, 
not two, not three, three members that are supposed to be able to sit at a table and be 
able to, if compromise is a part of it, and it should be, because not everybody has the 
right answer at least cornered the market on it, and I hope from this day and for the 
balance of this term we will be able to get, not just the prison, but I talked to Art Zeigler 
and he was asking how you were doing because I was working on the Brownsville 
project, we have a number of issues in Fayette County that we have to keep our eye on. 
Mr. Kriss said he is glad to hear that and it is time to move on to other things too. He 
said come up with a solution but don’t go to the dark ages with Bud Murphy’s meetings 
and West Virginia meetings, behind closed doors, putting bids out when you don’t have 
a right to do that, this whole exercise has been nothing but futility and a waste of time 
and money for many, many people in this community and to date we saw nothing, zero. 
He said millions of dollars out the window, a path to nowhere, all because of politics. He 
said Al you are going to be remembered for this and it should be a sad moment for you, 
being ejected from that seat, I hope you learned Bud. Commissioner Zapotosky said Mr. 
Kriss, I hope it is a good moment because he hopes in due time we have a facility that 
is providing that care and custody for our inmates and also the safety for our COs and 
respective staff. Mr. Kriss said implement the programs, you need to give something a 
chance here and let’s work on many aspects of the problem. He said for the prison to be 
the only problem in Fayette County, it needs to stop. He said he agrees about Heneks, 
he shouldn’t be on the front page as your cheerleader and supporter, he has other 
duties to do. He said in his opinion for what happened with the Cordaro/Shaner deal, he 
should be ousted from that seat also.  
 
Mr. Kriss said where is the integrity and ethics on a man who is willing to get rid of an 
ADAs nephew second DUI attempt, where will it go next, what will he do to thwart 
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justice the next time, I don’t like it and you shouldn’t either, it is wrong, Shaner, Cordaro 
and Heneks should all be booted. Geno Gallo of Connellsville said that it is often said if 
we don’t’ learn from history we are doomed to repeat it. He said that is what is 
happening now, this is what we are seeing, there is a lot of politics being played here 
and he doesn’t think it will stop any time soon, it is going to continue, we will see this 
again. He said Vince he doesn’t know where he was for the last three years or where he 
was for the last term, but this issue is symptomatic of all the problems in the county. He 
said we need economic development and to deal with crime. He said this is just one 
small component of trying to deal with crime. He said he and his wife were local in the 
Crime Watch and he went to other Crime Watch meetings and there are a lot of good 
people out there but there are no solutions on the horizon. He said this prison thing 
should have been dealt with decades ago, but not just this, economic development, we 
have a glimmer of hope in the natural gas industry and that needs to be fostered, but if 
we keep electing the same officials over and over again and we start to recycle 
commissioners we are going to go where we have always gone. He said Mr. Ambrosini 
ran and he understands, a lot of people don’t want a new prison, we need infrastructure, 
it is always cheaper to invest in a new building over the long haul, we need to invest in 
infrastructure, had this been done 10, 20 years ago this wouldn’t be an issue but this is 
only one, there are many issues in the county. He said these things need to be dealt 
with outside of politics and just because an issue becomes not popular, Mr. Zapotosky, 
that doesn’t mean you jump ship and jump on to the next thing. He said he sincerely 
hopes this is the beginning and something gets dealt with but he has flashbacks to the 
reassessment when the county spent $2 million on a reassessment and there was no 
courage of conviction to adjust the reassessment and make it work, so that problem still 
lays there. He said this feels like there are some political problems and there is an 
election coming up and you think the will of the people is that they don’t want this 
prison.  
 
Mr. Gallo said what we want are leaders with a backbone that will follow through on 
their decisions and have the courage of their convictions. He said Mr. Ambrosini has 
only been in one term, not even a full term, he grabbed something, an issue and he 
tried to solve it. He said he understands Ms. Zimmerlink was opposed to that from the 
beginning but you were on board. Commissioner Zapotosky said he was. Mr. Gallo said 
he wished that at some point with your past experience in the private sector, that you 
would have saw these red flags or whatever you are alleging now after you came out of 
this 2 1/2 year stupor. Commissioner Zapotosky said they were not available to me, Mr. 
Gallo, up until several months ago, the core samples weren’t available. He said Mr. 
Crabtree would not return his calls and he had to speak to a gentleman named Craig 
Zimmerman. He said there are so many factors and he will list them all and he will list 
every point that changed his mind, but there are about 20 of them. Mr. Gallo said he 
would just like to see him start this thing today that they started and finish it. 
Commissioner Zapotosky said and we are. He said he is not worried about public 
opinion. Mr. Gallo said you obviously are, but this county needs to look to leaders that 
will have the courage of conviction to finish what they start.  

 
Adjournment 
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A motion was made by Commissioner Zimmerlink and seconded by Commissioner 
Zapotosky to adjourn the meeting.  
 
Commissioner Ambrosini yes  
Commissioner Zapotosky yes 
Commissioner Zimmerlink yes 
 
Motion passed unanimously 

 

 


